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. David Gross is a theoretical physicist who studied particle and quantum
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and protons in an atom’s nucleus together. The strong force counteracts the
repelling force caused by the extreme close packing of neutrons and protons,
and the charge repulsion of the protons. Without the strong force, nuclei would
fly apart, and atoms would not exist as we know them. This work contributed
to the theory that unifies all the forces of nature--the Standard Model. Gross’
later work focused on string theory--a model that attempts to mathematically
describe all the fundamental forces and forms of matter in the universe.
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