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NSF Graduate Research 
Fellowship

*Amounts are based on GRFP Solicitation NSF 23-605 and subject to the availability of funds

Five Year Awards ð$159,000*

$53,000 each year for three years over five -year period

Å $37,000 stipend + $16,000 education allowance paid to institution

Å Payment covers all tuition and mandatory fees (no cost to student)

Other NSF Opportunities

Å INTERN ðnon-academic internship program

Å FASED Individuals with Disabilities support

Å Career-Life Balance Initiative  (family leave)
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GRFP Benefits 

ÅFellowship : Awarded to individual, paid through the attended graduate institution

ÅFlexible : Choice of project, advisor, and graduate program

ÅUnrestricted : No service requirement after completion

ÅPortable : Can be used at any accredited, non-profit, US institution of higher education, with 

campus in US for research-based masterõs and doctoral degrees

2010 - 2022:  ~2,000 -2,100 Fellowships yearly

2022: ~12,600 Applications - ~18% success rate

2021: ~12,600 Applications - ~17% success rate

2020: ~12,800 Applications - ~16% success rate

2019: ~12,200 Applications - ~16% success rate



GRFP Goals
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The overall goal of the Graduate Research Fellowship Program is to recruit 

individuals into Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

(STEM) fields

ÅTo select, recognize, and financially support individuals who have demonstrated 

the potential to be high achieving scientists and engineers, early in their careers

ÅTo broaden participation of the full spectrum of diverse talents in STEM



NSF GRFP
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GRFP Eligibility
NSF Solicitation 23-605

Å U.S. citizens, nationals, and permanent 

residents 

Å Early-career: undergrad & graduate 

students 

Å Pursuing research-based masterõs and/or 

doctoral degrees (no professional degrees)

Å Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics (STEM) or STEM Education

Å Full-time enrollment in graduate degree 

program at accredited, non-profit US 

institution of higher education

Å NO foreign institutions
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Ineligible Degree Programs

ÅProfessional degree programs 

ÅE.g., MBA, MD, JD, DVM, DDS

ÅJoint science-professional degree programs

ÅE.g., MD/PhD, JD/PhD

ÅCommunity, Global, or Public Health (MPH)

ÅCounseling, Social Work (MSW)

ÅEducation (except STEM education)

ÅHumanities (except history of science)

See Detailed Eligibility 
Requirements in the 

GRFP Solicitation
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Ineligible Areas of Study and 
Proposed Research*

Research with directly health-related goals
ÅEtiology, diagnosis, or treatment of disease 

or disorder

ÅAnimal models of disease for drug 

development/testing

ÅEpidemiology

ÅDisease prevention

ÅPublic, community, global health

ÅClinical research

ÅPatient-oriented research

ÅEpidemiological and behavioral studies

Outcomes research 
ÅHealth services, standard of care, health 

policy

ÅResearch directly leading to clinical trials

ÅAdvocacy for specific policy outcomes

Applied research on plant pathology
ÅMaximizing agricultural production

Impacts on food safety

* See GRFP solicitation for limited exceptions to ineligible areas of study and proposed research
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GRFP Application

Complete Application Package:

1)Personal Information, Education, 

Work/Research Experience, Proposed Major 

Field of Study, Honors, Awards, Publications

2)Personal, Relevant Background and Future 

Goals Statement (3-page PDF)

3)Graduate Research Statement (2-page PDF)

4)Transcripts (PDFs; mandatory) 

5)Letters of reference (may provide up to five 

names of reference letter writers)

ÅMandatory: 3 reference writer names
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GRFP Application Specifics

DEADLINES (5 p.m. local time of applicant mailing address):

Å Oct. 16, 2023:  Life Sciences

Å Oct. 17, 2023:  Computer & Information Science & Engineering, Materials Research, 
Psychology, Social Sciences, STEM Education & Learning

Å Oct. 19, 2023:  Engineering

Å Oct. 20, 2023:  Chemistry, Geosciences, Mathematical Sciences, Physics & Astronomy

Read the GRFP Solicitation for detailed application instructions and requirements!

To request accessibility accommodations, please contact info@nsfgrfp.org at least four weeks 
before the application deadline.
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ExampleGRFP Application 
Timeline


